NOTE

Surely, if these be Shakespeare's words, they enforce yet
once again Carlylc's vision of him as the spokesman of the
English-speaking peoples. It is a hundred years ago, all but one,
that Carlyle uttered his prophecy: 'England before long, this
Island of ours, will hold but a small fraction of the English;
in America, in New Holland, east and west to the very Anti-
podes, there will be a Saxondom covering great spaces of the
Globe. And now, what is it that can keep all these together? .. .
Wheresoever, under what sort of Parish-Const able soever,
English men and women are, they will say to one another: "Yes,
this Shakespeare is ours; we produced him, we speak and think
by him",' cThe most common-sense politician', Carlyle con-
cluded, 'may think of that'.

And so may the two hundred odd million people of English
speech.
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